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Remember Alamo survivu}
Susanna Dickinson through
songs and stories

By Danig! Cliftan & sanuan 4 2015

URMET — All

Fletcher Clark thoughi

he was going to do

was wite a “little oithy”
about one of the anly
survivors of the Alamao,
perfarm it once at the
Susanna Dickinson
Muselm in Austin and be
done with it

\ } b

J-I'-
r v

Flemchar Clark Jef along with
Donaly £, Brees will prazent

Honns of Susaang Iiekmson, 3

musical program abawt Alamo
Sl Susanta Newmson
Funny haw life and history (Pt on Jan. 2 a: e Henman
can change vour plans.

I'he song became an

enthralling ballad, and Clark and his friend Danaly E. Brice
are booked at the Alamo on March 1 fo parfarm their
program, “Songs of Susarna Dickinson” — but not before
they stap at the Herman Brown Free Library on Jan, 3.

Eraven Fres Libran: in Bumnet

“Ir's been guite interesting — and fun,” Clark said.

For these who don't remember Susanna Dickinsan fram their
school history lessons. she was marmed to Capt, Almaron
Dickson, one of the soldiers defending the Alamo in 1836,
Susanna and their infant daughter, Angelina, were among
the people who lived in the old Spanish mission during the

13-day siege. When the guns and cannons f2ll silent, only a
few people remained alive, including Susanna and her
daughter, Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna let her leave
and take a waming to Gen. Sam Housten, who was camped
with his Texian army in the Gonzales area.

The warning didn't work: the Texians later routed Santa
Anna's ammy at San Jacinio,

susanna Dickinson's ife. howsever, was more of a footnote in
the pages of history excep! for these such as Donaly Brice,
who won't let it tade trom memary.

When Brice approached Clark about doing something for the
Susanna Dickinson Museum in Austin a year or so ago, the
Bastrop musician wasn't really expecting much. But he also
knew his friend, a renowned Texas histonan and author,
enjayved finding the stories and histones thal most peaple
ovarlook.

“I thought it was going to be this little ditty, but as he was
feeding me all this information about Susarna, Twould just
keap going,” Clark said. “1 ended up with this rather long
ballao.”

The ballad, "There Must Be a Good Man in Texas," fakes a
look al Susanna’s life after the death of her first husband and
marrying her fifih one some years later, liwas in the middle of
those events that Clark found a big pan of her life’s story.

“‘What everybody forgets is there were three husbands in
between. and she led a very difficult life.” Clark said. “It
wasn't casy being a woman in Texas during that time, She
had to do some things thai some people would probably look
down an her for”

Clark sees Susanna’s story as one of redemption.
“She led a very codrageous life” he said.

Curing the program, Clark starts off with “Ballad of the
Alamo” populanzed by Marty Robbins. Then, he and Brice
tell of Dickinson's life through both rarrative and songs.

“We really believe it's history coming alive in the way we do
i, Clark said.

Since performing the bving history piece for the Susanna
Dickinson Museum, diffierant organizations have reguastad
the program. The Jan. 9 stop at the Herman Brown Free
Library comes at the invitation of the Jane Wells Woods
Chapter (Burmet County) of the Daughters of the Republic of
Texas.

We're honored 10 be able to bring Susanna's stony 10
people,” Clark said. “So much of history is from the top down
ralher than seeing it as the culmination of all the lives of the
people. By beginming to look at history from the indivicual
stories, it really changes how we view history, how we relate
to it

Admission is free. The event stans at 9:30 a.m. with a social
followed by the program at 10 a.m, The library s located af
100 East Washington Si. in Burnet,
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